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" The sun here is warm, the common bright and
green, the sheep are browsing in a field across the
way, and the temper and behaviour of the people
in the streets superb.

" But in Belgium the serried ranks of soldiers are
waiting to be mown down in swathes by the deadly
scythe founded by angry statesmen, and wielded by
the men of war for the errors of the diplomats who
have blundered, and at the cost of the people who have
trusted, and the millions who will suffer. By the way,
it was almost worth having a war to get rid of the
suffragettes.

" With all good wishes,
" Yours ever,

"JOHN BURNS/*

I had no opportunity of asking my husband on the Monday,
morning of the 3rd about the resignations as I never saw  August 3rd,
him before I went to the House of Commons.                       19* 4

Our Foreign Minister was to make his historic speech,
and when I arrived the House was crowded.

Sir Edward Grey rose and said :

*" Last week I stated that we were working for peace
not only for this country, but to preserve the peace of
Europe. To-day's events move so rapidly that it is
exceedingly difficult to state with accuracy the actual
state of affairs, but it is clear that the peace of Europe
cannot be preserved.

" Before I proceed to state the position of His
Majesty's Government, I would like to clear the ground
so that the House may know exactly under what obliga-
tions the Government can be said to be in coming to a
decision on the matter. First of all, let me say that we
have consistently worked with a single mind, and all the
earnestness in our power, to preserve peace. But we have
failed because there lias been little time, and a dis-

* I have only had space for a short transcript of this great speech.